MIASA

Merian Institute for Advanced Studies in Africa

MIASA Conference

Conference Theme: “Travelling Comparison Approach —launching a new framework for research,
policy and practice for peace and security”

Date: Wednesday, 3™ December, 2025, 8:30 — 17:15 (+ reception)
Venue: ISSER Conference Centre, University of Ghana

Synopsis: Scholars and practitioners from across Africa and Europe are coming together at
the University of Ghana on 3 December 2025 to establish a new way of doing and thinking
comparison in peace and conflict studies. We discuss two key innovations: First, valuing
decolonial practices through the centering of African voices in practice, methods and theory.
Second, rather than comparing countries competitively we strive to put cases into dialogue
with one another by valuing the “journey” of researchers and peacebuilders that travel from
one conflict context to the next. Please join us for this one day of interactive reflection with
participants from a range of countries, including from Benin, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Ghana, Germany, Uganda, and South Sudan. Let us frame new ways for
comparative research and find better ways of building peace.
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Zoom link:

For virtual participation via Zoom, please use the following link:

https://uni-freiburg.zoom-x.de/j/65010213993?pwd=LxhQQQ4HYodXYfVbBqvLPV5d8Voh4a.1

Meeting-ID: 650 1021 3993
Code: 1uDnSTd7i

Programme

All times are UTC.

Time Event Speaker Moderator
8:30-9:00 | Arrival and Registration
9:00-9:15 | Introduction to the Afua Boatemaa Yakohene, LECIAD,
conference theme and UG, MIASA-IFG 13
program
9:15-9:45 | Welcome Addresses and Grace Diabah, MIASA Tim Glawion, ABI,
the relevance of Professor Peter Quartey, Acting MIASA-IFG 13
Interdisciplinary Fellow Director of LECIAD (tbc)
Groups
9:45 - Conversation on Globally | Thinking about comparing Lotje de Vries,
10:30 Comparative Peace and Mareike Schomerus, Busara, MIASA- | Wageningen
Security Studies — IFG 13 University
theoretical & empirical
perspectives Parameters of comparison in the
Central African Republic
Marius Crépin Mouguia, University
of Bangui, MIASA-IFG 13
10:30 - Coffee break
11:00
11:00 - Interactive fish bowl: Melvis Ndiloseh, IRIC Amanda Coffie,
12:00 New and old ways Provocation: What are African LECIAD
to compare approaches to comparing? How are
they different?
+ participants from the audience
12:00 - Key note conversation on | Professor Leben Moro, University of | Teddy Atim, FIC,
12:45 Conflict comparison as Juba MIASA-IFG 13
daily life in the Sudans




12:45 -

Lunch break

14:15
14:15 - Interactive fish bowl: Professor Leben Moro, University of | Mareike
15:30 Valuing who we are Juba Schomerus,
Arielle Djoufan Fotsing, University Busara, MIASA-
St Paul Ottawa IFG 13
Provocation: Why does positionality
matter?
+ participants from the audience
15:30 - Coffee break
16:00
16:00 - Closing panel: Actionable | tbc, KAIPTC Abdou Rahim
17:00 recommendations for Melody Azinim, Peace & Lema, University
navigating tensions Governance Analyst UNDP Ghana of Montreal
between empirics, theory, | Teddy Atim, FIC, MIASA-IFG 13
and positionalities Tim Glawion, ABI, MIASA-IFG 13
17:00- Closing remarks Afua Boatemaa Yakohene, LECIAD,
17:13 MIASA-IFG 13
tbc, MIASA
17:15 Transfer & Reception at MIASA, 26 Kobina Richardson Hill Dr, Univ. of Ghana




